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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:


	PROPOSAL TITLE_KbZpcCXPoO4NBnL8PwcRxQ: Bayou Greenways 2020 – Clear Creek Riparian Corridor Acquisition
	PROPORAL NUMBER_fiVNLbPx64VluOUnEwm8Rw: TX-3
	LOCATION_3TRFEbigx2qMn-xZrwGgPg: Adjacent to the Coastal Zone Boundaries for Texas Coastal Management Program, within 25 miles of the coastal zone
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	DATE:_nKkRx09WKC33B5nIAkDo*w: 4 February 2015
	singleselectfield_5pN2cpwlVJrl2hu4Sr-qhw: 0
	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: As stated in the proposal, Clear Creek Riparian Corridor Acquisition project, located in Harris County Texas, is part of an overarching initiative called the Bayou Greenways project. The Bayou Greenways project is proposing to receive RESTORE Act funding because it aims to acquire, preserve and restore nearly 4,500 acres of riparian buffer corridors along the major waterways (bayous and creeks) running predominately through Harris County and the City of Houston. These bayous are connected to a region known as the Trinity-San Jacinto Estuary (Galveston Bay) - the largest watershed on the Texas coast. This region faces conservation challenges because it is adjacent to the most populated and industrialized metropolitan areas in the State. The primary objective of this proposal is to restore and conserve habitat, with secondary goals to restore water quality, replenish and protect living coastal and marine resources, enhance community resilience and restore and revitalize the gulf economy. The project consists of two key steps. First, outright land acquisition of entire parcels along Clear Creek as it makes its way towards Galveston Bay. Second, through a secure funding source already created for the maintenance of the Bayou Greenways project, the Houston Parks Board will provide a net gain by lifting the ecological value of this land through habitat restoration efforts like invasive control and additional native plantings. 
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	_2_ Restore, Improve, and Prot_T7QbMg3qJE1zAfZKcLoilQ: 0
	_3_ Protect and Restore Living_*sj*618XpGyBlCAo1BckBA: 0
	_4_ Restore and Enhance Natura_uZai1zCDd3BtaP468Jp7Pw: 0
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: As articulated in the proposal, scientific reviews of the water quality enhancements by the preservation of land, as well as the additional plantings of trees and native prairies is well documented (Sweeney; Riparian Restoration; etc.). Likewise, the value of environmental corridors for habitat are documented and because these corridors will exceed the minimal proposed of 200 feet, these benefits should be value-adds to the ecological system as a whole.The proposal also states that preserving and restoring the bayou corridors has long been emphasized as a conservation priority within the region and specifically within the Galveston Bay Estuary Program’s strategic plan. In its Charting the Course to 2015: Galveston Bay Strategic Action Plan, the program stated that “[s]pecial consideration should be also given to other particularly valuable areas, such as stream corridors that are exceptionally valuable to habitat, water quality and recreation.”  Science supports the idea that riparian forest buffers and riparian corridors are a best management practice and can improve the amount of in-stream activity of the ecosystem as well as the processing of pollutants prior to entering the riparian habitat (Sweeney 2004; Sweeney and Newbold, 2014). Thus, preserving land along this naturalized stream corridor will ensure that conservation efforts downstream will benefit as well.  Therefore, supporting LCMR and enhance natural processes.
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: 0
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: 0
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: 0
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: 0
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: 0
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: 0
	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: 0
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: As stated in the proposal, the Bayou Greenways program will create primary environmental corridors by ensuring a minimum width of 200 feet and by linking over 4000 acres and 300 miles of corridor together. While the minimum width for this program is 200 feet, this proposal seeks to acquire entire parcels along the bayou corridors, thus creating linear greenspaces throughout the region to accommodate not only the eventual trail system, but to achieve the highest maximum benefit for flood mitigation and water quality improvements.  Preserving and restoring the bayou corridors has long been emphasized as a conservation priority within the region and specifically within the Galveston Bay Estuary Program’s strategic plan. In its Charting the Course to 2015: Galveston Bay Strategic Action Plan, the program stated that “[s]pecial consideration should be also given to other particularly valuable areas, such as stream corridors that are exceptionally valuable to habitat, water quality and recreation.”  The Crompton 2011 benefits analysis report outlines and quantifies many of the benefits of the Bayou Greenways project including environmental health, Houstonians’ physical and mental health and Houston’s economic health.  Ecosystem services provided by the bayous and adjacent green spaces are a central part of Houston’s “nature capital” (Crompton).  “They provide a stream of economic benefits such as local habitat preservation, detoxification, increased biodiversity, migratory habitat enhancement, increased aesthetics, increased cultural and scientific activities, and carbon sequestration. If these assets are degraded, then the city will have to invest in expensive mechanical systems to perform the services which it currently gets at no cost. Alternatively, if these assets are improved and increased, the city will enjoy the benefit and commensurate value.”  “Riparian wetlands occur along Clear Creek and its tributaries and freshwater and brackish wetlands are interspersed within the prairies, forests, and tidal marsh habitats within the floodplain. Many of these areas may remain wet several months to year round. These unique areas provide important functions including wildlife habitat, ground and surface water quality protection and improvement, and flood protection.” 
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: 0
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: As stated in the proposal, to aid in the evaluation of potential land acquisition, the Houston Parks Board (in partnership with the Conservation Fund and Houston Wilderness) developed a GIS-based acquisition framework in 2005 to facilitate identification, evaluation and prioritization of new and equitably distributed parkland acquisition opportunities. Properties along the bayous were the the highest scoring properties evaluated. This in part, led to the Bayou Greenways project. In 2011, the Bayou Greenways Benefits Analysis Report validated the program’s value proposition, concluding that there is unlikely to be any other investment in the greater Houston area that will have a comparable impact on the quality of place, transform its park system, contribute to the health of Houstonians and the natural environment, and reposition the city for the 21st century. There are several cases being built for restoration and reconstruction of riparian zones in order to improve habitat for fish, remove or reduce nutrients in the water and stabilize banks against erosion (Mayer, Paul; United States Environmental Protection Agency). Texas Water Resource Institute advocates that adequate vegetation protects banks from excess erosion, slows the velocity of floodwater, reduces and traps sediment, increases groundwater recharge, enlarges floodplain / riparian sponge and sustains base-flow over time (Dictson). Buffers can consist of a variety of canopy layers and cover types including ephemeral (temporary-wet for only part of year) wetlands/seasonal ponds/spring pools, shallow marshes, deep marshes, wetland meadows, wetland mixed forests, grasslands, shrubs, forests, and/or prairies (Wisconsin). The Conservation Fund finds that by preserving the best natural assets, directing development away from flood-prone areas and ensuring that residents have safe and easy access to local parks, trails and green space, the Houston-Galveston area can achieve benefits in water management, air quality, climate, and community livability (Conservation Fund). 
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: 0
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: As indicated in the proposal, preserving and restoring the bayou corridors has long been emphasized as a conservation priority within the region and specifically within the Galveston Bay Estuary Program’s strategic plan. In its Charting the Course to 2015: Galveston Bay Strategic Action Plan, the program stated that “[s]pecial consideration should be also given to other particularly valuable areas, such as stream corridors that are exceptionally valuable to habitat, water quality and recreation.”  As stated in the proposal, the best available science supports the idea that riparian forest buffers and riparian corridors are a best management practice and improve the amount of in-stream activity of the ecosystem as well as the processing of pollutants prior to entering the riparian habitat (Sweeney 2004; Sweeney and Newbold, 2014). 
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: 0
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: As stated in the proposal, because the Bayou Greenways program was initially funded through a bond election, separate entities took on the task of engaging Houstonians.  After the election, the Houston Parks Board went back into the community, traveling to nearly 50 different community events to explain the project, how it was funded and next steps. The proposal anticipates as the Bayou Greenways project continues, outreach and education activities will expand including the scheduled city-wide event in April 2015 entitled Bayou Greenway Day. Through these efforts, Houstonians will become increasingly aware of the benefits associated with preserving and restoring bayous’ riparian corridors for greenspaces, flood reduction, water quality, wildlife habitat restoration/conservation and recreation.As stated in the proposal, completion of the Bayou Greenways program within the city limits of Houston will be implemented under an interlocal agreement between the City of Houston and the Houston Parks Board.  The Houston Parks Board and the City are committed to completing the project within the city limits by the year 2020. The county-wide Bayou Greenways initiative is being implemented simultaneously by the Houston Parks Board and is anticipated to continue through 2025.
	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: 0
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As stated in the proposal, the project has support in the region, including from the Galveston Bay Council, the coordinating body for the Galveston Bay Estuary Program for the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, and the Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD) (support letters were included in the proposal). Many partners are noted as participating in the current project (and anticipate to continue into the future) including the City of Houston, HCFCD, various City of Houston Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones (TIRZ) and Management Districts and several non-profit organizations. Many of these entities provide matches to federal or state grants or complete projects in tandem and coordination with the Bayou Greenways project. The project is also one of the projects considered for the Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund (GEBF) by a coalition of Texas conservation organizations including: Audubon Texas, Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program, Ducks Unlimited, Environmental Defense Fund, Galveston Bay Foundation, Gulf Coast Bird Observatory, Gulf Restoration Network, Houston Audubon, Houston Parks Board, National Wildlife Federation, Ocean Conservancy, Sierra Club - Lone Star Chapter, Texas Conservation Alliance, The Conservation Fund, The Nature Conservancy, The Student Conservation Association and Turtle Island Restoration Network.  The area’s Metropolitan Planning Organization, Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC), includes several Bayou Greenways projects in the Regional Transportation Plan. The Bayou Greenways project has also received HGAC funding through its Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), including $3,978,230 in 2014 (CMAQ funding) for shared use path construction along Halls Bayou Greenway. Cypress Creek Greenway received an HGAC Regional Plan for Sustainable Development Case Study grant in 2012 to again document the economic benefits of a project. Aside from the previously mentioned 2012 City of Houston Bond funding, the Bayou Greenways project has also received federal and state funding to aid in its completion.
	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: 0
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: As stated in the proposal, one measure of success will be to complete the Bayou Greenways 2020 project within the given time. The Houston Parks Board and City of Houston are on track to achieve this goal with multiple activities simultaneously underway including land acquisition, project design, trail construction, removal of existing buildings and hardscapes if applicable, habitat restoration and maintenance activities. Another measure of success will be the establishment of, not only the linear greenways along each bayou necessary to establish corridors, but also additional pockets of green space to create hubs of habitat for native plants and animals and to provide amplified opportunity for cleaning and slowing storm water and runoff as it enters the system. 
Additional measures of success identified by the proposal include: increasing public use along the greenways due to establishing greater connectivity between points of interest and opportunities for prolonged use; and positive public response to the Bayou Greenways.  

The proposal states that a goal for a net gain in ecological services provided by these corridors will be determined once the parcels of land are acquired.  By working with each parcel individually to restore and provide some ecological lift, the project can be successful.  This can be accomplished by invasive control and additional plantings of native species with at least a 250 stem per acre count.   
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: 0
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: 0
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: As stated in the proposal, there are uncertainties and risks associated with inflation of costs, availability of land and negotiating with landowners, as well as public opinion. These uncertainties however are minimized by the Houston Parks Board’s commitment to the region and a team in place to implement this project. The proposal anticipates a project timeline of less than 12 months to assess, review, negotiate and close on these properties.  If awarded this $7 million, the Houston Parks Board estimates that approximately an additional $21 million in private funding would be leveraged.  This is based on an estimate, in the proposal, at today’s prices that the completion of the corridor acquisition to Clear Lake and the Bay will cost an additional $21 million that will be privately raised through individuals, grants or foundations.  In addition, based on per acre maintenance and restoration costs currently being utilized by the Houston Parks Board for the approximately 1,300 acres of existing Bayou Greenways, if these Clear Lake parcels are acquired, these acres would receive between $261,920.00 to $327,400.00 of maintenance and restoration each year including, for example, weekly de-littering, invasive control, targeted restoration to restore greater biodiversity within the channel and upland area where appropriate as well as potentially further tree planting.  Each site and corridor is evaluated for different maintenance and restoration activities and these funds are already secured for the entire Bayou Greenways program. 
	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: 0
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: As stated in the proposal, by acquiring the greenspaces highlighted in the proposal, the project would preserve the habitat,  buffer and the absorptive potential of these properties. When leveraged with the entire Bayou Greenways program, the positive effects of these acquisitions are compounded and the benefits can increase.  For the Bayou Greenways program, the Houston Parks Board will create primary environmental corridors by ensuring a minimum width of 200 feet and by linking over 4000 acres and 300 miles of corridor together. While the minimum width for this program is 200 feet, this proposal, along with a majority of the acquisitions, seeks to acquire entire parcels along the bayou corridors, thus creating linear greenspaces throughout the region to help benefit the areas in regards to flood mitigation and water quality improvements--this is foundational to long-term ecosystem restoration in the greater Houston area.
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: 0
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As stated in the submission, completion of the Bayou Greenways program within the city limits of Houston will be implemented under an interlocal agreement between the City of Houston and the Houston Parks Board. Under the terms of this agreement (approved by City Council on June 26, 2013) funds raised from private sources would be utilized for parkland acquisition along the bayou corridors and the design of trails and associated amenities, while $100 million in public funds would be utilized for construction of a connected trail system.  The proposal notes that the Houston Parks Board and the City are committed to completing the project within the city limits by the year 2020. The county-wide Bayou Greenways initiative is being implemented simultaneously by the Houston Parks Board and is anticipated to continue through 2025. In October 2013, ETM Associates completed a Maintenance & Operations analysis for the completed Bayou Greenways in order to assist in establishing a funding mechanism for long-term maintenance. This resulted in the 2020 Economic Development Agreement between the Houston Parks Board and the City of Houston, thus providing a secure maintenance and restoration funding stream for at least 30 years on the project within the City limits of Houston. The maintenance standards meet national standards and include secure funding for 30 years with direction to restore and create additional prairie, control invasives and de-litter on a weekly basis.  Thus, this project is part of a long-term regional strategy being implemented by multiple partners and funded through many means. 
	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: 0
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: As stated in the proposal, Houstonians are aware of the importance of protecting and preserve green spaces in the region, and acquiring land so that it can be sheltered from development. The Houston Parks Board is beginning to accomplish this through the Bayou Greenways project to connect greenspaces along Houston’s bayous with parks and trails. The citizens of Houston have been receptive about “taking back” the bayous. In the November 2012 election, Houston voters approved the bond referendum providing $166 million in local parks funding, $100 million of which was dedicated to completing the Bayou Greenways project inside Houston’s city limits. The bond passed by a margin with 68% of the vote.Also see Section D.2 of this form.
	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: 0
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: As stated in the proposal, the Crompton 2011 benefits analysis report outlines and quantifies some of the benefits of the Bayou Greenways project including environmental health (~$22.5 million yearly), Houstonians’ physical and mental health and Houston’s economic health. The Bayou Greenways can help to improve water and air quality, reduce flooding and protect wildlife habitats, and has the potential to improve humans quality of life by providing green space. This improved quality of life attracts tax-paying businesses and residents, raising property values and fueling the economy of surrounding communities.  
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