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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:


	fc-int01-generateAppearances: 
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: As stated in the proposal, the project both directly and indirectly benefits the Gulf Coast human community. USACE dredging contracts awarded for over $1.5 million include a requirement to establish and meet small business subcontracting goals. For prior dredging contracts, contractors have met their small business contracting requirements by relying on local small businesses for vessel and crew support activities. These subcontracts benefit the local community through the direct and/or indirect purchase of goods and services associated with these activities. Ongoing shoreline retreat threatens communities by making community infrastructure, including roads, utilities, and commercial and industrial establishments more susceptible to wave damage. The proposed project provides a key feature (wetlands) in the multiple lines and defense strategy and enhances community resilience by reducing the vulnerability of lower Plaquemines Parish communities, as well as oil and gas, marine transportation and fishing industries, to shoreline retreat and storm surge. By restoring the freshwater/brackish wetlands of the bird’s foot delta (and other beneficial use sites), coastal erosion will be abated, and storm surges will be reduced.
Finally, the project will generate significant benefits to natural resources and natural resource dependent activities and industries, specifically those critical to the fishing and tourism industries. The project restores freshwater and brackish wetlands that are among the most highly productive ecosystems and have historically been important to fisheries, migratory
birds, and terrestrial animals. 
	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: YES
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: As stated in the proposal, the project has a high probability of success based on MVN’s record of creating/restoring coastal wetland habitat with dredge material in West Bay through practices as proposed under this project. The source of the dredge
material, the HDDA, is conveniently located (approximately 1 mile away) to the placement site and is replenished annually through O&M dredging activities and naturally occurring shoaling. In addition, the material is readily available and use of the material is not contingent upon current and/or future O&M activities.
	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: YES
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As stated in the proposal, sustainability of the wetlands to be restored by the project will be enhanced through the existing West Bay Sediment Diversion and other beneficial use projects (the Mississippi River O&M Program, CWPPRA, and the LCA
BUDMAT Program) in the bird’s foot delta. The West Bay Sediment Diversion promotes sediment accretion and marsh creation by delivering sediment and fresh water into the bay. The diversion allows sediment-laden water to flow into the bay to create splays, which are land formations resulting from sediment accretion near the mouth of the diversion. Splays consist of
mud flats, channels, and sediment that are capable of building land in open water areas over time (Boyer et al.). The West Bay Diversion and the proposed project are synergistic. Final design of the proposed project will maximize the ability of the placement sites to capture sediment delivered by the West Bay Diversion. The wetlands to be created by the proposed project will provide a substrate for the establishment of a variety of wetland plant species. The wetland plants will promote retention of sediments delivered by the diversion, thus increasing the acreage of wetlands that can be developed by the diversion per unit of time. This in turn helps to sustain the wetlands created by the proposed project. The project life is estimated at not less than 30 years. 
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: YES
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: As stated in the proposal, by restoring coastal wetlands, the proposed project addresses a significant ecosystem issue, the loss of coastal wetlands in the Mississippi River bird’s foot delta. Louisiana wetlands, which account for 40% of the continental US coastal wetlands, are unique and vital ecological assets worth saving. The Louisiana coastal area has lost 1,900 square miles of land since 1932 due to multiple causes, including oil and gas development, navigation canals, land subsidence, river management, and sea level rise. (See Section 9.C of the proposal for Louisiana Coastal Land Loss Map.) The bird’s foot delta is ground zero for coastal wetland loss (experiencing the greatest subsidence rates in the state) and oiling from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. The wetlands support the multiple lines of defense strategy by serving as storm buffers against hurricanes and as flood risk management features by storing excess floodwaters during high rainfall. They replenish aquifers, purify waters, and provide a habitat for various wildlife and fish species. Louisiana’s wetlands benefit humans by way of fisheries industries, fur harvesting, oyster production, recreation resources/ecotourism – providing billions of dollars in revenues for our nation.
A primary method for combating coastal land loss in Louisiana is to reintroduce sediment into the basin via placement of dredge material, which results in the creation of tidal flats that are intermittently flooded and suitable for marsh development. The proposed project will make positive contributions to coastal land building through the use of sediment material that is currently being underutilized and is readily available for use. The proposed project will build upon existing, separate, but related MVN beneficial use programs including the MVN’s Mississippi River Operation and Maintenance (O&M) Program, the
CWPPRA Program, and the Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) BUDMAT Program, all of which are authorized to beneficially use dredge material to restore Louisiana coastal habitat.
Material dredged under MVN’s O&M program is disposed of in the least costly alternative that is consistent with sound engineering practices and meets all applicable federal environmental standards.  Beneficial use projects provide funds for disposal activities associated with separate, cost-shared, individual ecosystem restoration beneficial use projects that are above and beyond the disposal activities that are covered under the Federal standard. Beneficial use projects typically cover the costs for pumping and placing the dredge material beyond the Federal standard, and must be timed/sequenced to coincide with O&M dredging activities. The proposed project excavates readily available sediment materials from the Mississippi River that have been deposited as a result of prior MVN O&M dredging activities and by natural river dynamics including shoaling, in order to create wetlands to achieve the goals of the RESTORE Council to Restore Habitat. 
	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: YES
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: As stated in the proposal, the placement sites restored by this project will be monitored similar to all USACE beneficial use projects, including: 1) postconstruction survey to document the quantity of wetlands created; and 2) annual infrared aerial
photography to identify changes in land area. The success of the project will be measured by the acres of emergent wetland restored (400 acres), the cost of delivering the sediment to deposition sites ($36.5 million), the average cost per acre created ($93,000), and the length of time required to build the wetlands (21 months for planning/design/construction from receipt of funding).
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: YES
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: YES
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: As stated in the proposal, the use of dredge material is a well-established ecosystem restoration tool. Over 31,000 acres of marsh have been restored by MVN through placement of dredge material since 1976, which illustrates that the results and impacts of sediment use are easily documented. 
	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: YES
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As stated in the proposal, a major benefit of the proposed project is that it leverages several existing separate, but related programs including the USACE’ Mississippi River O&M Program, the CWPPRA Program, and the Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) Beneficial Use of Dredged Material (BUDMAT) Program. These programs have made and/or have proposed to make significant investment in ecosystem restoration in the bird’s foot delta, and more specifically West Bay. Based upon timing of future efforts under these programs, the project proposed in this submission could potentially be coordinated with the implementation of other restoration efforts in West Bay to reduce overall project costs (namely through synchronization of other dredging activities, thereby at a minimum reducing mobilization and demobilization costs).
As stated throughout this proposal, the MVN O&M Program has an extensive history of creating/restoring coastal habitat in the LMR. In 2014, MVN will continue its efforts to restore coastal Louisiana by placing 5 mcy from the HDDA into the Delta NWR and/or West Bay to restore additional habitat. However, beneficial use under MVN’s Mississippi River O&M Program has historically been restricted by available funding. The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) was passed in 1990 to address Louisiana's need for a restoration program. CWPPRA is authorized to plan, design, construct, maintain, and monitor coastal wetland restoration projects that provide for the long-term conservation of wetlands and their dependent fish and wildlife populations in coastal Louisiana. The five federal agencies partner with the state to cost share in the design and construction of coastal restoration projects. The CWPPRA Program receives approximately $80
million in Federal funds annually. CWPPRA has constructed several ecosystem restoration projects that will be built upon by the proposed project, namely the West Bay Sediment Diversion, and the pumping of 8.3 mcy of dredge material into the diversion channel since 2003, including material placed since 2009 that directly restored 300 acres of coastal habitat.
The LCA BUDMAT program is intended to fund beneficial use of dredged material from federally-maintained waterways in coastal Louisiana. Program funds are to be used for disposal activities associated with separate, cost-shared ecosystem restoration beneficial use projects that are above and beyond the disposal activities that are covered under MVN’s O&M
dredging Federal Standard. The program is authorized at $100 million. Funds have been appropriated for planning and design efforts for two projects on the western edge of West Bay which are being advanced in partnership with the Plaquemines Parish Government (PPG); which could potentially use material from the HDDA to create/restore additional wetlands in West Bay.  PPG fully supports the LCA BUDMAT projects and the project proposed in this document, which are complementary to each other. Funds for construction of the two BUDMAT projects have not yet been appropriated.

	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: YES
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: 
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: Not articulated
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: As stated in the proposal, this project is a component of a larger USACE beneficial use of dredge material effort to restore the Gulf Coast coastal ecosystem. The use of sediment is a key tool for regional ecosystem restoration. The Gulf of Mexico Regional Ecosystem Restoration Strategy describes the need “to maximize to the extent practicable and ecologically acceptable the quantity and effective use of sediments” (Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Task Force 2011, 24). USACE has been committed to the restoration of the nation’s largest expanse of coastal wetlands for more than 30 years, and the
proposed project will continue this commitment. 
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: YES
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: As stated in the proposal, this project is being proposed in part because, as presented in the discussion on Comprehensive Plan Objectives, the science and practice of coastal restoration through the use of dredge material is proven and well established. This ecosystem restoration tool can provide immediate results, build upon past and recent wetland creation projects, in a cost effective manner available. 
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: YES
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: As stated in the proposal, this project has the capacity to rapidly restore existing open shallow water habitat to habitat that is more consistent with the historical diverse ecosystem of the region. As outlined at the beginning of this proposal, this project is a component of a larger USACE beneficial use effort to restore the Gulf Coast coastal ecosystem. This project has the capacity to create approximately 400 acres of emergent wetlands habitat, at an estimated cost of $36.5 million, or an average of approximately, $93,000 per acre. The proposed project is believed to be consistent with the State of Louisiana’s Coastal Master Plan and is consistent with the Plaquemines Parish Comprehensive Coastal Restoration Plan, and is anticipated to be supported by the Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority and the Plaquemines Parish Government (as illustrated in Section 9.D, letters of support). In addition, the project may increase alignment between U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Mississippi Valley New Orleans District's (MVN's) Mississippi River maintenance dredging and the State’s Coastal Zone Management Plan.  The area to be restored by the proposed project is located at the mouth of the Mississippi River (near river mile 0) in the immediate vicinity of the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, and, as such, was impacted by the oil spill. 
	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: YES
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: YES
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: YES
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: YES
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: YES
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: YES
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: 
	_4_ Restore and Enhance Natura_uZai1zCDd3BtaP468Jp7Pw: YES
	_3_ Protect and Restore Living_*sj*618XpGyBlCAo1BckBA: YES
	_2_ Restore, Improve, and Prot_T7QbMg3qJE1zAfZKcLoilQ: YES
	_1_ Restore, Enhance, and Prot_cemZXWlXlHqtTB2JVWP2aA: YES
	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: As stated in the proposal, the proposed project will create/restore approximately 400 acres of emergent wetlands in the bird’s foot delta of the Lower Mississippi River (LMR) by placing an estimated 5.7 million cubic yards (mcy) of sediment at an estimated total cost of $36.5 million, for an average cost of $93,000 per acre restored, at an estimated unit price of $6.41
per cubic yard of material placed.
	singleselectfield_5pN2cpwlVJrl2hu4Sr-qhw: Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.
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