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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:
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	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: As stated in the proposal, an abundance of research is available on tidal wetlands and their role as foundational habitats within the coastal environment.  They provide the base for a host of ecosystem services and benefits such as serving as natural buffers to protect shorelines from eroding, storm surge protection, fisheries production, water quality enhancement by trapping and holding sediment and creating biogeochemical conditions for nutrient assimilation and transformation, faunal support, carbon sequestration, and habitat for a multitude of trophic levels within the ecosystem.
	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: YES
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: As stated by Mississippi, the proposal is seeking engineering and design and permitting funds to get projects construction ready so that such future projects will have a high likelihood of succeeding.
	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: YES
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As stated by Mississippi, with appropriate engineering and design as well as evaluating the environmental circumstances for each projected BU site, sites can be made sustainable under adverse climatic conditions and incorporating aspects of sea level rise.
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: YES
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: As stated in the proposal, an abundance of research is available on tidal wetlands and their role as foundational habitats within the coastal environment.  They provide the base for a host of ecosystem services and benefits such as serving as natural buffers to protect shorelines from eroding, storm surge protection, fisheries production, water quality enhancement by trapping and holding sediment and creating biogeochemical conditions for nutrient assimilation and transformation, faunal support, carbon sequestration, and habitat for a multitude of trophic levels within the ecosystem.

The proposal states that by undertaking due diligence of planning, prioritization, and engineering and design work that is cognizant of environmental and anthropogenic stressors BU projects will be foundational in maintaining long term coastal resiliency of habitats and coastal wetlands.
	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: YES
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: Mississippi states that the proposal does not have a plan for tracking and measuring progress because this metric is "Not applicable since this project is requesting E&D and planning funds only."
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: NO
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: YES
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: Mississippi has stated that, though not explicitly a part of this proposal,  once habitat is created through these specific tasks there would be a commitment to measuring successes of habitat created, and delivering the results of sustainable habitat restoration. These lessons learned will be fundamental to further habitat creation across the Gulf. These initial steps forward in planning, prioritization, engineering and design as well as the environmental compliance and permitting of these sites will create BU sites across the Gulf that are “ready” to be built with available funds.
	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: NO
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As stated by the sponsor, by engaging multiple Gulf states on the RESTORE Council and engaging with state, federal, and other NGO groups through BU forums, and leveraging resources with other funded projects (i.e., Mississippi NFWF proposal), this proposal leverages resources and partnerships.
	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: YES
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: As stated in the proposal, for each marsh location the appropriate environmental permitting for the construction of containment, marsh, and living shoreline (if applicable) will need to be secured. Appropriate state and federal agencies through the respective BU forums (BUG Groups etc.), will be engaged to understand permitting requirements. This engagement with BU forums will not just occur at the environmental compliance and permitting phase, but rather be inclusive from planning. According to the sponsor, this commits the proposal to engagement, inclusion, and transparency for how sites were selected, built, and engineered for sustainability.
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: YES
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: As stated in the proposal, by encompassing BU creation in multiple states across the Gulf, this proposal commits to a regional ecosystem based approach to restoration. Within each state there is significant opportunity to enhance the ability to capture BU. However, in order to capture BU, there are several initial steps that need to occur. These steps are ubiquitous across the Gulf, with only the nuances of construction, types of material, and the use of containment and living shoreline technologies serving as differences to the types of habitats built across the Gulf. The initiation of BU receipt sites across the Gulf that are construction ready is a commitment to a regional-based approach to ecosystem restoration.
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: YES
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: Please see Science Evaluations for further information.

As stated in the proposal, intentional restoration of coastal marshes using BU has been occurring since at least 1969. Over the last 40+ years this has become more common practice and science has provided better results for construction approaches that are sustainable (e.g. elevations, breakwaters, plantings, wave energies) and methods for making these sites biologically productive (e.g. birds, fisheries, storm protection). Scientific research associated with these successes provide a good basis for current foundational coastal restoration programs that are designing sustainable marsh projects.
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: YES
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: As stated by the sponsor (Mississippi), this project is a large-scale, Gulf-wide endeavor, not limited to a specific geographic region. This proposal of creating construction ready BU receipt sites across the Gulf is an opportunity to: 1) create a significant amount of habitat in a cost-effective manner across the Gulf that would combine to make one of the greatest contributions to restoring and protecting coastal wetlands and habitats of the Gulf Coast region; 2) substantially contributing to Gulf-wide restoration by increasing the spatial footprint of restored habitat;  3) BU, the use of BU, paying for the differential cost of utilizing dredge materials, habitat restoration, and regional sediment management are all programs and projects that are cited in numerous comprehensive plans across the Gulf towards sustainable Gulf restoration; and 4) by undertaking due diligence of planning, prioritization, and engineering and design work that is cognizant of environmental and anthropogenic stressors BU projects will be foundational in maintaining long term coastal resiliency of habitats and coastal wetlands. 

Community Resilience components are not directly articulated in the proposal, however the "Promote Community Resilience" RESTORE Objective is selected as one of the Secondary Objectives.

Stewardship and Environmental Education components are not directly articulated in the proposal, however the "Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education" RESTORE Objective is selected as one of the Secondary Objectives.
	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: Not articulated
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: Not articulated
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: YES
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: YES
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: YES
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: YES
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: As stated in the proposal, the most common habitat type typically created with BU is coastal marsh. Coastal marsh play a vital role in the ecological integrity of open shoreline habitats, but more critically, as components of wildlife habitat and ecosystem health within a broader landscape context of coastal ecosystems. They provide the base for a host of ecosystem services and benefits such as serving as natural buffers to protect shorelines from eroding, storm surge protection, fisheries production, water quality enhancement by trapping and holding sediment and creating biogeochemical conditions for nutrient assimilation and transformation, faunal support, carbon sequestration, and habitat for a multitude of trophic levels within the ecosystem.

All RESTORE objectives are listed as either the primary objective or secondary objectives.
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	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: The proposal aims to provide funding across the Gulf towards beneficial use of dredge sediments (BU). The proposal will provide funding towards planning, engineering and design, and permitting for the use of BU within the five Gulf states. The proposal’s main purpose is to get sites construction ready so that a significant amount of habitat can be created when additional funds become available.

All other goals are listed as secondary goals.
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