


activities. As noted above, the Council placed the implementation portion of Robinson Preserve
into FPL Category 2, pending the outcome of this environmental compliance work and further
Council review. The estimated cost of implementation of Robinson Preserve was $1,319,636.

Robinson Preserve Project

The Robinson Preserve implementation funding approved by the Council will be used to create
habitat and natural flow regimes through hydrologic connections, as well as to complete exotic
and invasive vegetation removal, native planting, monitoring, community outreach, restoration
practitioner education, and an inventory of potential Tampa Bay watershed hydrologic
restoration projects.

The FPL describes Robinson Preserve as a project to restore 140 acres of upland and wetland
habitat (85 acres of upland habitat and 55 acres of created wetland and sub-tidal habitats). The
actual acreage to be restored under this FPL amendment would be 118.2 acres (57.6 acres of
coastal upland habitat and 60.6 acres of wetland, open water sub-tidal, and open freshwater
habitats). This acreage adjustment is the result of refinements in project design (in response to
public input) and subtraction of acreage being restored through a complementary Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) restoration effort. The project design was reduced by 7 acres to
balance public access interests, input from nearby residents and habitat suitability. The
remainder of the acreage adjustment for Robinson Preserve was 14.8 acres, which is the amount
of adjoining acreage to be restored by the EPA.

While the acreage footprint of NOAA’s Robinson Preserve project has decreased, the complexity
and per unit cost of the project have increased. To maintain the long-term viability of the
restoration design and protect existing habitats, the scope of the restoration expanded to include
more complex hydrologic connections. The expanded scope also provides added benefits
outside of the restoration footprint by integrating and hydrologically interconnecting the entire
632-acre preserve. NOAA has indicated that these changes make up more than one third of the
restoration implementation budget, increasing the wetland and sub-tidal creation cost per acre for
the project. The total of $1,790,546 will be needed to implement this project.

Additional information on Robinson Preserve, including metrics of success, response to science
reviews and more is available in an activity-specific appendix to the FPL, which can be found at
https://www.restorethegulf.gov.






Preserve. This notice also sought comment on the Council’s proposal to adopt the NOAA PEIS
to support the funding approval. The Federal Register public comment period was 30 days and
ended on September 29, 2017. The Council received two comments on the proposed FPL
amendment and PEIS adoption. Both commenters support the proposed FPL amendment.

Council Decision

The Council initially reviewed the Robinson Preserve proposal as part of the Initial FPL
development process. The Council has subsequently reviewed the PEIS and associated
environmental compliance documentation discussed above. In addition, the Council has
considered the public comments discussed above. Based on these reviews, on January 24, 2018,
the Council voted to (i) adopt the NOAA PEIS, (ii) amend the FPL by moving Robinson
Preserve implementation activities from Category 2 to Category 1, (iii) approve $1,319,636 in
implementation funding for Robinson Preserve, and (iv) reallocate $470,910 from Robinson
Preserve planning to implementation.

The Council has authorized the Executive Director of the Council to execute this Record of
Decision on its behalf.

Ben Scaggs
Acting Executive Director, Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council
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